
St. Charles Parish Public Schools https://www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Schoeffner 

SEPTEMBER 2023 

   Vanessa Terry, Principal 
Chrissie Paradise, Assistant Principal 

Calvin Ike, Assistant Principal 
140 Plantation Road • Destrehan, LA 70047 
Phone:  985-725-0123 • Fax:  985-725-0131  

Arrival Window Start Time 

7:40 AM - 7:50 AM 7:50 AM* 

Dismissal Window Bus Departure 

2:50 PM - 3:00 PM 3:00 PM 

ESE Daily Bell Schedule 

*Students are tardy anytime after the 7:50 AM bell 
and must be walked in and signed in by a parent/guardian 

Dismissal Time for  
ALL Early Dismissal Days: 

11:55 AM - 12:05 PM 
 

Friday, September 8, 2023 
Friday, October 13, 2023 

Thursday & Friday, October 26 & 27, 2023* 
Thursday, December 21,2023 

Friday, January 19, 2024 
Thursday & Friday, February 1 & 2, 2024* 

Friday, March 15, 2024 
Thursday, May 23, 2024 

 

*Parent/Teacher Conference Days 

WHERE EVERY STUDENT EXCELS 
September’s Message from Mrs. Terry 
 

The 2023-2024 school year is well underway! Students are practicing routines and procedures to help ensure a smooth school 
year. A big thank you goes out to our families who attended Open House and/or watched the video links from our teachers. As I 
have said before, communication between families and the school is critical for student success. Keep in touch throughout the 
year with our staff if you have any questions or concerns. Conflicts can best be addressed through effective and timely         
communication between the parties most involved. For example, a bus dispute should be addressed with the bus operator prior 
to an administrator. The same can be said for a concern about class discipline or testing procedures. Please speak with your 
child’s teacher first regarding situations in which they are directly involved. If a resolution is not reached, please call the school 
office and ask for a school administrator. Please allow 24 hours for calls to be returned.  
 

Celebrating our students’ successes is an important part of our school culture. Beginning this month, we will recognize our    
Students of the Month with a t-shirt and ice cream sundae party during their regularly scheduled lunch time. Students earning 
this honor may wear their Student of the Month t-shirt any day of the week. 
 

ESE promotes kindness and respect for all. There will be times when conflicts occur among students. Most often these are one 
time occurrences or minor in nature. They can be easily resolved through conversations. Through our counseling program we 
provide students strategies to address conflict resolution. We teach the students the difference between rude, mean and alleged 
bullying behavior.  
    

RUDE - Someone inadvertently (not on purpose), or accidentally says or does something that hurts someone. 
MEAN -- When someone purposefully says or does something to hurt someone.   
To be considered BULLYING, the three Ps are present. 

1. Power- imbalance of power 
2. Purpose- intentionally aggressive behavior that is meant to hurt   
3. Pattern-repeated over time 
 

Please discuss with your child the differences in these behaviors and the importance of reporting student conflicts to an adult on 
campus as soon as a problem arises. 



School Mission Statement 

The mission of Ethel Schoeffner Elementary School is to provide a high-quality education enabling all students to 

work independently and cooperatively as empathetic, respectful, and productive life-long learners. 

School Vision Statement 

While preparing students to be responsible citizens who inspire others to do their best, Ethel Schoeffner Elementary 

School provides a high quality education in a safe, equitable, and nurturing environment, allowing students to 

achieve academic, social, and emotional goals. 

School Belief Statements 

We believe… 

 educating a well-rounded child is our top priority. 

 all students are valued as individuals with unique physical, social, cultural, emotional and intellectual needs. 

 stakeholders have high expectations for student achievement. 

 open and honest communication builds trust and fosters relationships among all stakeholders. 

 safe and supportive environments, which provide inclusive and equitable opportunities for all, are the key to 

overall success. 

 literacy proficiency is essential to be future ready. 
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Everyday Student Essentials  
In an effort to help our students be empathetic, respectful citizens and productive life-long learners we 

have established our Everyday Student Essentials.  We will hold our students accountable for following 

these Essentials.  

Everyday Student Essentials 

Essential 1:    Respond to all with respectful words and body language. 

Essential 2:    All transitions will be swift, quiet, and orderly.  

Essential 3:    Keep yourself and the environment clean. 

Essential 4:    Actively listen when someone is speaking.  

Essential 5:    Learn from your mistakes and move on.  

Essential 6:    Always say thank you when given something. 

Essential 7:    If someone bumps into you, say excuse me, even if it was not your fault. 

Essential 8:    Greet others and make them feel welcome. 

Essential 9:    No matter the circumstances, always be honest. 

Essential 10:  Always strive for excellence.   
 

Important Dates in September 

9/4/23 – Labor Day Holiday 

9/5/23 – Pep Squad Practice 3:05 – 4:30 

9/8/23 – 11:55 Early Dismissal  

9/13/23 - Progress Reports go home 

9/19/23 – Pep Squad Practice 3:05 – 4:30 

9/22/23 – Concession Sale 

9/27/23 – 4H 3:05 – 4:05 

9/27/23 – Family & Child Together Session – DIBELS Screener 

9/29/23 – Student of the Month Luncheon 



Page 3 ESE Shark Bites 

 

Congratulations to the following students who scored  
Advanced on the Spring 2023 LEAP 2025 

 

 

 

ELA 

JULIA ENGLAND     FINNLEY LEROUGE     BENJAMIN BAILEY 

CARTER ALBERT     KAILYN JORDAN     BENJAMIN MULLER     ALONDRA RODRIGUEZ 

MASON McVAY     NOLAN BOWEN     ZIVA CARMOUCHE     RYLEIGH ADAMS 

CALEB BORDES     ALESSANDRO MATAMOROS     AKIRA SUITT 

 

MATH 

JULIA ENGLAND     FINNLEY LEROUGE     GRAYSON ANDRY     DALLAS BURTON 

ARDEN PATERNOSTRO     BENJAMIN BAILEY     KAMERON LANDRY 

TYLER LE     CARTER ALBERT     KAILYN JORDAN     CYDNEY MIRE 

HUDSON SIMON     NOLAN BOWEN     OWEN HAYNES     ETHAN HUMMEL 

LAYNIE LORIO     CALEB BORDES     JACOB BORDES 

KAYLEE GONZALES     ALESSANDRO MATAMOROS 

 

SCIENCE 

JACKSON ANDREWS     YVETTE NICELEY    FINNLEY LEROUGE     KADE TIZZARD 

DALLAS BURTON     CARTER ALBERT     KAILYN JORDAN     FIONA OSHEA 

ALONDRA RODRIGUEZ     MASON McVAY     CYDNEY MIRE     LEAH SERIO 

NOLAN BOWEN     ZIVA CARMOUCHE     KALEB AGBOBLI 

JACO LIU     CALEB BORDES     JACOB BORDES     ALESSANDRO MATAMOROS 

AKIRA SUITT     KAMRYN WILLIAMS     MCKENZIE YATES     TYLER LE     JACE WILLIAMS 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

  
ANDREW SHINE     JACKSON ANDREWS     YVETTE NICELEY     JULIA ENGLAND      

HUDSON WARD     DALLAS BURTON     MEKAILA ORGERON     ARDEN PATERNOSTRO     

CARTER ALBERT      KAILYN JORDAN     FIONA O’SHEA     MASON McVAY 

CYDNEY MIRE     LEAH SERIO     NOLAN BOWEN     LAYNIE LORIO      

CALEB BORDES     JACOB BORDES     ALESSANDRO MATAMOROS 

AKIRA SUITT     MCKENZIE YATES 
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We are so excited to welcome our Terrific Third Graders to ESE! In ELA, we have 
begun our new unit of Cajun Folktales. The students are reading folktales from     
various cultures and identifying folktale elements. They will be gathering information 
for their culminating task to determine “What makes the rabbit a good character to 
play a trickster?” In math students are learning multiplication and division. We have 
been practicing with manipulatives and models to demonstrate our understanding of 
multiplication and division. In 3rd grade, we are currently not teaching social studies 
for the first semester. We are currently doing reading interventions to best support 
and enrich our students. Science is all about weather and climate. We are recording 
our observations and wonderings of storms and the hurricane in Galveston in the 
1900’s. We look forward to a successful school year! 

3rd Grade 
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4th Grade 
Fourth grade scholars are off to a fabulous beginning to the 2023 – 2024 school year. Scholars are settling 
in nicely and are already learning lots of new concepts. 
 

In English Language Arts, scholars are well in to the first unit, The Whipping Boy. This unit helps scholars 
learn about life during the Middle Ages. Scholars are currently reading the anchor text of the unit, The   
Whipping Boy. It focuses on the adventure of two main characters, Prince Brat and Jemmy. These          
characters are on complete opposite ends of the feudal system with Prince Brat being royalty and Jemmy 
being a serf. The scholars are focusing on how the relationship of the two main characters is changing over 
the course of the text. 
 

In social studies, scholars have learned about the many different types of maps that exists. We’ve practiced 
map skills such as using a compass rose to identify where places are located on a map. We’ve been talking 
a lot about how we live in such a small area when compared to the entire world. We’ve explored the different 
continents, identifying our continent, then our country, and finally zooming in all the way to our school       
location on a map. They’re loving using Google Earth to zoom in on other places of interest. We will continue 
to practice different types of geography skills. Scholars will be learning more about the five regions of the US 
and the different characteristics of these different regions.  
 

In science, scholars are all in with our first module which has us looking at the Grand Canyon. So far, we’ve 
discovered that we can learn a lot from rocks, and rock layers. We’ve learned that the bottom layer is always 
the oldest and the top layer is always the youngest. We’ve learned that fossils tell us the different types of 
environments that once existed in that location. We are now talking about the forces that help uncover 
Earth’s rock layers.   
 

Our 4th grade mathematicians have launched into module 1 to learn about place value. Scholars are using 
various strategies and manipulatives to gain better understanding of composing and decomposing numbers. 
We are also learning how to express numbers in various forms. In our near future, scholars will be            
expanding their knowledge of addition and subtraction. Our math learning is off to a great start.   

 

 

 

 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    4th Grade Scientists investigating what                                4th Grade Scientists investigating what  
                Earth rock layers reveal.                    causes rocks to break. 
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5th Grade 
Our 5th Graders are off to a great start for the 2023-2024 school year! They’re       

practicing the essentials and working hard to be role models as the “seniors” of our 

school. In Math, students will be working with both multiplication and division of 

multi-digit numbers as we dig into Module 1. Students are loving the inquiry process 

in Science as they explore the science behind our first module question, “What caused 

the Statue of Liberty to change over time?” You’ll notice in their workbooks that we 

are thinking like scientists and engineers to investigate ideas in order to develop    

accurate claims with evidence. In ELA, students are enjoying our first unit of study, 

The Birchbark House. This unit will end with a Literary Analysis Task. In Social 

Studies, students are going to learn business and life skills through the BizTown  

program. This is a fantastic program that will conclude with a field trip where      

students get to run their own businesses in a mini city in October.  
 

    
Mrs. Prieur’s Homeroom on the first day of school.  

 

 
Mrs. Prieur, Mrs. Sorapuru, and Mrs. Dickson’s classes creating class rules in the 

first week of school.                                      
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Math is Everywhere! 
 
That is great news for parents and teachers. It means we can talk with our kids about math in fun,     
natural ways. Those conversations can be really important. 
 
Here are a few fun ways to incorporate math into your life at home that will be lasting and impactful. 
 
1. Bake something together - You can’t help but use math when you’re baking. Doubling recipes   
requires multiplying, halving a recipe requires dividing, and measuring a ½ cup or a ¼ teaspoon gets 
you working with easy fractions. At a more basic level, kids love counting out chocolate chips. 
  
Ask your child: How many chocolate chips do you think it will take to fill one cup?  How many for 
1/2 cup? Count together and see how close you came to the right answer! 
 
2. Measure, count, and record - Most kids love stopwatches, and watching the seconds tick by 
gives them opportunities to practice counting. Measure distances and heights. Count jumping jacks, 
push-ups, or consecutive kicks of a soccer ball. 
 
Ask your child: How far can you throw a ball? Take a guess, then throw the ball as far as you can and 
measure the distance.  
How many jumping jacks can you do in a minute? Try it!  
How many times can you jump rope or bounce a ball without missing? Count and see. 
 
3. Build something together  - Big or small, any project that involves measuring includes counting, 
adding, and multiplying. It doesn’t matter whether you’re making a clubhouse out of shoeboxes or 
building a genuine tree house. Legos and other building toys are wonderful tools for incorporating both 
numbers and spatial thinking into playtime. 
 
Ask your child: How high can you build that stack of Legos? How many Legos do you need to stack 
to reach as high as the coffee table?  
Can you make a square? A rectangle? Other shapes? Talk about the shapes of whatever your child has 
created. 
 
4. Plan dinner or a party - Whether  you’re planning a party or just getting ready for a family dinner, 
there are plenty of math concepts involved. Have your child help set the table and count out the plates, 
napkins, and silverware. For a party, have your child help with the shopping. You know you’re going 
to have to do some math since all of those plates, balloons, and party favors are packaged in different 
quantities! 
 
Ask your child: How many plates, napkins, and forks do you need for dinner? If you’re inviting 10 
guests to a party, and the plates come 8 to a pack, how many packs are you going to need? How many 
are going to be left over?  
If you’re not planning a party in the near future, get creative. Why not host a tea party for your child’s 
favorite stuffed animals? 
 
5. Mix in math to your bedtime reading - Most families read to their  children at night. Why not 
add a math problem to the mix?  
 
There are plenty of other ways to keep kids thinking about math - board games, stickers, and           
stargazing, to name a few. The important thing is just to encourage your child to see the numbers all 
around us and to keep things fun. This is how we’ll raise a next generation that thinks math is cool! 
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Let’s Hit the Books! 
 

 Your goal: Read at home 300 minutes a month (that’s not a 

lot!) 

 Each month you’ll be given a calendar to record your minutes. 

If you have 300  minutes by the end of the month you’ll WIN. 

 What will you win?- You’ll spin Mrs. Feaheny’s wheel and win 

a prize! 

 You’ll start over each month, so you could win multiple prizes! 

 The program starts in September and will go through April. 

 Your teacher will give out calendars at the beginning of each 

month. If you reach your goal of 300 minutes, turn the            

calendar in to Mrs. Feaheny to receive your prize. 

Ethel Schoeffner Elementary is excited  
to stay connected with families through social media!  

 

Follow us on:  
 

Twitter 
@ESE_Sharks  

 

Instagram 
@Schoeffnerelementary 

 

You can see our Sharks in action! 
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AHERA Management Plan 
 
 

Notice: In 1986 all asbestos materials were identified in all school buildings. A management plan was developed for each 
school as per the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA). The management plan is located in a binder in the 
main office of each school. The binders are available for review upon request.   
 

Since the plan was developed, most of the asbestos has been removed. In a few buildings, some floor tile still remains that       
contains asbestos. All of the schools meet the health requirements that pertain to the regulation. If you have any questions        
concerning this topic, please contact Kevin Barney, Director of Physical Plant Maintenance at 985-331-3600 between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

PTO is off to a great start for the 23-24 School Year! Thank you all for stopping by the PTO table to sign up to provide your info 
for assisting as you can through the school year! If you missed the signup, please scan the QR code below to sign up. We also 
have 2 open positions for our PTO Board that remain vacant -- if you are interested in learning more about what it takes to be 
the Volunteer Coordinator or the Community Outreach Liaison, please reach out to esesharkspto@gmail.com or to any of the 
Board Members: 

President - Whitney Deis 
Vice President - Karrie Bowen 
Secretary - Jenny Delcambre 
Treasurer - Hope Thibodeaux 

3rd Grade Rep - Mandy McVay 
4th Grade Rep - Ashley Brasher 

5th Grade Rep - Leslie Fiels 
Social Media Coordinator - Shandi Anderson 

Community Outreach Liaison - OPEN 
Volunteer Coordinator - OPEN 

Yearbook Coordinator - Courtney Mumbower 
 

The PTO is always working hard to continue to provide to the ESE staff and students! In 2021, fundraisers were able to provide 
new playground equipment to ESE. While there were delays in the equipment being delivered to ESE, we are excited that it’s 
now in place! In 2022, we fundraised enough to purchase not 1, but TWO gazebos to provide additional shaded areas at ESE! 
Mrs. Terry is finalizing the plans and we will keep everyone posted on the progress. 
 

Be on the lookout for Trunk or Treat details --- it will be on Oct 31! Also look for the ESE PTO site on Facebook -- we post lots of 
reminders and ESE info! 

ESE PTO 

mailto:esesharkspto@gmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

3 
 

 

4 5 
 

 

6 7 
 

8 9 

10 11 12 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

14 
 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

 

Early  
Dismissal 
11:55 AM 

Faculty Study 

Labor Day 
HOLIDAY 
NO SCHOOL 

Pep Squad 
Practice 

3:05-4:30 PM 

1st Quarter  
Progress Reports 

Go Home 

Concessions  
@ lunch 

maximum $2 

Pep Squad 
Practice 

3:05-4:30 PM 

4H Meeting 
3:05-4:05 PM 

Family & Child 
Together Session 

DIBELS Screener 
9 AM 

Student of 
the Month 
Luncheons 




